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Grace Presbyterian Church      April 24, 2022 

John 20: 19-31        Donald Corbett 

Sermon:  Be Bold and Courageous 

“How many days are there in Lent?” “FORTY!” is a good answer.  

“How many days are there in Easter?”  There are FIFTY days in Easter; not ONE, but FIFTY. 

Praise the Lord!  It would be sad to have invested forty days of Lent to only get one day of Easter!”  So 

welcome to the Second Sunday of Easter. Not “after” Easter because Easter is a Season: not just a 

Sunday, and that season lasts until?   

PENTECOST! But more on that in June.  

Alright; so let’s look at the big picture for a moment.   

The season of Lent is forty days and ends on Maundy Thursday.  This was the Passover Meal, and as was 

customary Jesus would have prayed before and after the meal.  But there were somethings different 

and new at that meal. What was it?  Jesus washed their feet – that was different.  He also gave them a 

new commandment – “To love one another!”  Later this particular Passover Meal became known as the 

last supper, but it was much more than Jesus’ last meal.  It was the last meal of what was; and it marked 

the beginning of a new life in Christ as this was also the first celebration of a Communion Service as we 

now call it. 

The next day we call Good Friday.  It is the day of deep grief; the day we remember that Christ was 

crucified.  The day he died that we might live!  We remember that he was taken down from the cross by 

his friends.  He was laid in a tomb, which was then sealed and guarded by the authorities to ensure that 

no one could steal his body and thereby claim the prophesy of the resurrection to be true. 

Then came Saturday; the second day.  Does anyone know what happened on Saturday?  Luke 23:56 tells 

us, for one thing, that the women rested in Obedience to the Commandment.  It is a good thing to wait 

upon the Lord to do what he says he will do.  And that alone is worthy of an entire sermon on its own.   

For now let’s simply say that to practice the Sabbath is a good thing, but it is also important to keep 

looking forward because soon we will experience the joy that we have been praying for. 

SUNDAY – The day of resurrection!  There was a lot happening on that day and we heard the details last 

week.   

Today we are going to look at what began that night – the evening of the first day of the week. 

Let’s listen again to the scripture that describes that evening.  John, Chapter 20 beginning at verse 19.  

This time I’ll end at verse 25. 
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19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked 

for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he 

breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are 

forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”  But he said to them, “Unless I see the 

nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 

believe.” 

_____ 

So here we are the SECOND Sunday of Easter and I suspect that everyday life has already started to 

cause last week’s celebration to fade like the week old lily we forgot to water.  It is so easy to make 

Easter something to remember rather than a truth to live out every day of our lives.   

At the cross, Jesus offered us Salvation.  Salvation BEGINS at the cross, but comes to full fruition with the 

resurrection; the morning of the first day of the week! 

Now, on the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together, with the doors locked for 

fear of the Jewish leaders.  I am sure you can imagine why they were afraid.  After all, their friend and 

leader had just been crucified; their cause had been declared illegal and a threat to society. 

There they were, locked in a room, huddled together in fear, wondering what might happen next.  Well 

something totally unexpected happened. 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!  Shalom!  

And here, the scripture says, they were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  I suspect that is somewhat 

of an understatement!  It is the evening of the first day of the week; that morning, they had discovered 

that the tomb in which Jesus had been laid was empty.  I rather suspect they spent much of the day 

worrying and wondering what might have happened with Jesus’ body.  Then, while they were in a locked 

room, Jesus appears.  Overjoyed?  You bet! 

Then, Jesus said once again, “Peace be with you!  

But added: As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  Sort of a commission, don’t you think? 

And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone’s sins, their 

sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  Sort of an Ordination, would you 

say? 
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Sing:  “Breathe on me breath of God Fill me with life anew; that I may love what thou dost love And do 

what thou wouldst do.” 

This is one of my favourite hymns and my continued desire to be filled with the Holy Spirit – the Breath 

of God – and to understand what he would have me do.  This is why Easter cannot be one day, or even 

just a season; it has to become a way of life.  It is a trust in Jesus that runs so deep that even if we stray, 

we are never too far away from God that the life giving breath of the Holy Spirit is beyond our reach. 

 It was the Holy Spirit that emboldened those fearful disciples, who had locked themselves into a room 

for fear of the Jewish Leaders, to venture out and begin to preach the Gospel.  It was the Holy Spirit who 

gave them the courage, as we read in today’s passage from Acts, to stand up to the Sanhedrin and the 

High Priest, to confront them with their role in Christ’s Crucifixion, and to be so bold as to state, “We 

must obey God, rather than human beings!”  

Could we be that bold, that courageous?  I believe we can! 

Now there is one small detail that is often overlooked in this passage.  There was one disciple who 

missed out in witnessing this incredible event.  Who was it?  Yes – THOMAS.  We don’t know where 

Thomas was, but we know he wasn’t there and that when he came back, the others had a story to tell. 

And what did he say when they told him what had happened?   

“Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into 

his side, I will not believe.” 

And for that one statement, he is forever known as Doubting Thomas! 

Yes Thomas showed doubt – Jesus even said so.    

But Thomas also displayed courage.  He refused to surrender to the fear that chased the disciples into 

that room and urged them to lock the door.  He ventured out into the city; he had the courage to return 

and find that the others had had an experience he did not share; and then he insisted on his own 

experience of God. 

Thomas and the disciples trusted that there are no questions so profound that God cannot answer.  

They had the courage to believe that Jesus cares enough to show up a second time ... a third time ... and 

how many times since then ... to breathe that breath of life on Thomas, on them, on you, on me! 

In last month’s Hazelwood article, I wrote briefly about my experience with Jesus showing up.  It all 

happened nearly twenty five years ago, but every time I talk about it, it seems like yesterday.  I had not 

planned to take that canoe out on the lake, a friend asked me to go with them.  I had not planned to get 

down on my knees to pray, my friend suggested we pray together.  Unlike Thomas, I had not asked for a 

personal experience with Jesus, I had simply found myself at the end of my human abilities, and had 

realised that I was not “the strong one who is always in control” that I thought I was.  In my pain, I cried 
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out for Jesus to help me, to rescue me from myself, and without hesitation he did.  He came, he pulled 

me back from the edge, he held me in his arms, and he breathed new life and a new purpose into me. 

Has it been a fairy-tale story ever since?  Not a chance!  I am continually offered opportunities to learn, 

to grow and to keep my ego in check.  God knows me well and I trust that no matter what, the life giving 

breath of the Holy Spirit is never far away. 

So today, as we celebrate and journey into this Easter season, we do so with the awesome privilege of 

being the church in the world; and of being Jesus’ hands and feet here on earth.  

We also have the responsibility of being the place where those who come seeking the risen Christ, fears 

and all, can seek that breath of new life that God offers; and with all this we must have the courage to 

stand up for our beliefs, and, where there is a conflict with the ways of the world, to obey God first! 

You don’t have to have had a firsthand experience with Jesus to believe.  Jesus said, “Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have believed.”  All you need to be is bold enough to invite someone to chat, 

and have the courage to meet them wherever they are then come alongside them and listen.   

My friend didn’t do, or say anything special, she simply suggested we take a canoe out and pray 

together in the middle of the lake.  She knew I’d jump at a chance to spend time on the water; and as for 

the praying, she simply trusted Jesus.  For me, the canoe carried me to the foot of the cross where I 

could open my heart without fear, and when I did, Jesus came and answered my call. 

Can we be as bold and courageous as my friend; or as the disciples?  I believe we can! 

Can we open our hearts right now and be humble enough to freely admit we need Jesus to come into 

our lives and breathe into us a new life filled with the Holy Spirit?  I believe we can! 

DO YOU? 

Amen.   

 


